This investigation into the vaginal flora of pregnant women was begun two years ago, our objectives being (i) 
by Doderlein in 1892 as the predominant organism in the vagina of pregnant women, and which we now know belongs to the acidophilus group of organisms (lacto-bacilli).
As the child grows older?and probably before the end of the first year?Doderlein's bacillus disappears or is only scantily and rarely present and a sparse flora of diphtheroids and cocci takes its place. The reaction within the vagina changes from acid to alkali and it may be that the susceptibility of young girls to pyelitis, vulvo-vaginitis and pneumococcal peritonitis is in part associated with the alkaline and nonbactericidal reaction of the vagina at this period. At Mixed flora : no pus cells. If the 36 cases with "idiopathic" Grade C flora be again distributed according to their ages, and those in the last age-group be neglected since age itself seems to be a factor in producing a Grade C flora, there remain 28 cases, 10 in the age-group 15 to 24 and 18 in the group 25 to 34. Of the total, 8 showed an improvement in their vaginal flora from Grade C to A; 3 of these were primiparae, and only one of the other 5 had a history of previous abortion. It is difficult to account for the initial Grade C flora in these cases unless one ascribes it to the absence of some internal secretion which, manifesting itself during pregnancy, produces the changes we have noted in the vaginal epithelium and flora. Two other women were primiparae who were seen only once, one of whom complained of irregular bleeding. Of 
